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SEVENTY GLORIOUS COVERS

THE QUEEN AND THE EYE
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1965 Official opening of the GPO Tower. 

1963 As Britain suffers one of the coldest 
winters of the century, the Queen flies out to  
the South Pacific.

Don’t know 
about the rest  
of you – but 
we’re off!

1964 The Queen reads speech for Wilson’s first 
Labour government.

...and I hope  
you realise I 
didn’t write  

this crap

1965 First royal visit to Germany since the war.

Hello Uncle Otto, 
Cousin Karl, Auntie 

Eva, Uncle Fritz, Cousin 
Ludwig etc. etc...

1966 Wilson freezes prices and wages.  
Pound flounders.

Bloody Harold  
can pose for the  
next one himself

IT WAS QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
who spoke the first photo-
bubble ever to appear on the 

front cover of Private Eye magazine, 
in the fifth edition in February 1962. 
Prince Charles, 13, had just been 
rushed into hospital for an emergency 
appendectomy. Over the years there 
were to be many, many more covers 
featuring Her Majesty.

Here are seventy of the finest...

1965 Wilson develops close ties with royalty.

We can’t go  
on meeting  

like this

WE ARE  
NOT  

AMAZED
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1975 First North Sea oil arrives.

Where  
are my  

Green Shield 
stamps?

1975 Private Eye speculates about the identity 
of mystery pools winner.

It will not 
change my  
way of life

1975 Oil prices rise, Arabs courted by the West.

My wives 
and I...

1970 The Queen returns from tour including her 
first walkabout.

Greetings 
to all youse 

loyal Pommy 
bastards!

How’s about 
shaking hands with 

the wife’s best  
friend?

1970 Israel daringly extricates its embargoed 
warships from Cherbourg.

It’s a  
present from 

the Israeli 
Government 

1969 Queen cancels televised Royal Christmas 
Message.

And if you  
want to preserve 
your mystique... 

you’ll do the  
same, ducky

1969 The Queen is acclaimed for her 
performance in a television documentary.

It’s the  
BBC, they  

want us to do  
a series

1967 Not such a Merry Christmas, with Foot 
and Mouth and new drink-driving laws.

A Merry 
Christmas to 

All My  
Subjects

1968 Basil D’Oliveira dropped from MCC tour of 
South Africa.

Aren’t  
you the one  
who’s been  

blackballed?
From birth,

Ma’am

Watch your 
lip, Sambo
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1985 Mrs Thatcher invites Queen and former 
Prime Ministers to celebrate 250 years of No 10. 

I don’t  
remember you  
being Prime 

Minister

Where  
am I?

I am  
the spirit  

of Christmas  
Past-it

I think  
it’s Madame 

Tussauds 

A Happy 
Christmas to 

all Private Eye 
readers

My  
husband  
and I...

1984 Electioneering US President Reagan 
visits UK and Ireland.

I never  
knew he  
was Irish

Nor  
did he

1979 One-time Sergeant Bokassa crowns 
himself Emperor of the Central African Republic.

Knock  
knock!

Who’s 
there?

Bokassa

Bokassa
who?

Bokassa if  
you don’t let me in  

I choppa you up  
into little bits

1979 Queen tours Gulf states and is given 
gifts worth millions.

Psst! If  
this Customs 
strike goes 

on...

...I won’t  
have to declare 

any of my 
presents 

1977 The Eye marks Queen’s 25 years on the 
throne amidst a deluge of royal biographies. 

Watch out!  
Here comes another 

biographer!

1976 Unprecedented heatwave causes 
drought.

Let them 
drink Coke!

1976 Princess Margaret’s private life 
becomes tabloid fo dder.

We 
are not 
amazed

Read all  
about it, Ma’am!  

‘Princess Margaret  
and the Playboy – 
 Amazing Shock 

Horror’ 

1977 The Silver Jubilee.

Thank God 
that’s over for 

another  
25 years!

1982 Intruder found in Queen’s bedroom in 
Buckingham Palace. 

Evening 
all!

Hullo  
Sailor!
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1988 Mrs Thatcher vetoes Queen visiting 
Moscow.

And my 
Government is 
not allowing me 
to go to Moscow 

– the bitch!

1990 The Queen Mother celebrates her  
90th birthday.

Another  
ten years and 
I’ll send you  
a telegram

1989 House of Commons televised for the 
first time.

My Government  
will put on make-up 

and try not to look like 
a bunch of shifty  

crooks

1988 Fergie’s father returns to royal favour 
after an incident in a massage parlour.

Hello,  
old cock

What a  
relief

1988 Revelation that President Reagan is 
advised by his wife’s astrologer.

I’m going  
to meet a tall,  
dead stranger

What’s in  
your stars today, 

Ma’am?

1986 Rivalry at the Commonwealth Games.

Let de Games 
commence!

We just  
hate each 

other’s guts

There’s no 
disagreement 
between us

1986 Maori activist moons at Queen.¯

Sorry, Ma’am.
It’s another  
Bum Scare

1990 Overthrow of Romanian dictator 
Ceausescu reminds Britain of his KCMG. 

And does 
he have any 

hobbies? He’s a  
mass 

murderer

How very 
interesting

1987 Royal family embarrassed by ‘It’s a 
Royal Knockout’.

This is  
worse than  

‘It’s a 
Knockout’
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1998 Blair proposes reform of the House  
of Lords.

No. 964
Friday 
27 Nov. ’98

QUEEN’S SPEECH SHOCK
My Government

will scrap all
hereditary privilege...

hang on that can’t 
be right

£1

My government  
will scrap all hereditary 
privilege... hang on, that 

can’t be right

1994 Channel Tunnel links the United 
Kingdom to France.

We apologise  
for the late arrival of the  
12.15 from Calais due to  

seaweed on the line

1995 Queen’s response to Diana’s 
‘Panorama’ interview.

I don’t think  
a divorce will  
be necessary

1991 Income tax to be paid by royals,  
Lester Piggott jailed for tax evasion.

Hello?
Is that Lester 

Piggott?

1991 Royal style on tour of USA.

The 
Americans  
are terribly 

vulgar

1995 The Queen is tricked into talking on air to 
a broadcaster impersonating the Canadian PM.

I am the  
Prime Minister  

of Britain Oh, no! 
It’s another  

hoax

1997 Discomfort as photographs show depth 
of Diana’s entanglement with the Fayed family.

My husband 
and I...

1997 The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary.

Every one is 
either a Prince 
or a Princess

Our children  
did rather well!

1996 Crown Prince Abdullah takes control of 
Saudi Arabia.

We’re a  
hands-off 

government
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2006 Cash-for-peerages scandal.

And what
did you get your 

peerage for? About two 
million quid, 

Ma’am

I’ve lent  
a fortune to 

get here

It’s  
money for  
old robe!

2005 Prince Charles and Camilla Parker 
Bowles’ wedding is imminent.

It’s perfect,
I’ll take it!

2000 Queen meets Camilla Parker Bowles, 
Prince Charles’ long-term mistress.

I sleep  
with your  

son

And
what do you 

do?

1999 House of Lords reformed.

You’re  
all fired

2001 Tory leadership battle.

Time for  
a Nap 

The runners are:
Saucy Spaniard 4-1 Fav.

Fat Ken 11-2
Toffs’ Delight 6-1

Grey Suit 10-1 
Iain Duncan Smith 100-1

2003 State visit of George W. Bush.

And what do 
you do?

Whatever  
I goddam  

like!

2005 Prince of Wales and Camilla Parker 
Bowles’ wedding day.

We’re  
married at 

last...
...and  

to each 
other!

2005 Queen rumoured to have bought  
an iPod.

It stores
tunes and plays 

your favourite music 
wherever you go...

It’s called 
the Grenadier

Guards

2002 World Cup disappointment looms.

...’ere one  
goes, ’ere one 

goes...

...to come 
home early, 

Ma’am

England 
expects...
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2015 SNP expected to hold balance of power 
after election.

After the
voting someone
comes to me and

asks to form a
government

2012 Queen meets deputy First Minister of 
Northern Ireland and former IRA leader.

Nice hat,
Ma’am

And what  
do you do?

2010 Duke of York’s ex-wife in cash-for-access 
scandal.

I’d love  
to see Andrew
some time...

That’ll be
£500,000,

Ma’am

2012 60 years on the throne.

LONG
LIVE THE
QUEEN!

Well, up  
to a point

No. 1383
9 January – 
22 Jan 2015

£1.80

MAJOR ROYAL 
EMBARRASSMENT

1383.indd   1 25/11/2021   10:53

2015 Exposure of Prince Andrew’s friendship 
with paedophile Jeffrey Epstein.

Slap the  
cuffs on him, 

officer!

Oo-er, that 
sounds fun!

2007 25th anniversary of Falklands War.

Well, at  
least you won 

your war

2008 The Queen opens Heathrow’s  
technically challenged new Terminal 5.

And this  
is where we  

lose the bags, 
Ma’am...

...and this is  
where we cancel 

all the flights

How very 
interesting!

2010 After the indecisive election, coalition 
negotiations continue.

Hurry up
or I’ll toss 

a coin!

2015 Cameron government’s legislative 
proposals.

Get on with 
the bit about 
apprentices

What a load  
of bills!

Referendum...
Devolution...

Immigration...
Human rights...
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2021 Meghan interview with Oprah leads to 
speculation of new Palace appointment.

No. 1544
2 April – 
15 April 2021

£2.00

EASTER BONNETS
Are you my 

new Diversity  
Chief ?

1544.indd   1 23/11/2021   17:27

Are you my  
new Diversity 

Chief ?

2019 Prince Philip has a car crash and  
Theresa May survives a vote of no confidence.

Still at the  
wheel, refusing to 
apologise, learnt 
nothing, won’t  

belt up...

She’s your  
Prime  

Minister

2015 Leaked film shows Queen, when a child, 
performing a Nazi salute.

Just tell  
them you were 

pissed

2016 Leak enquiry after Sun claims  
Her Majesty supports Brexit.

Just point to  
the person who did 

it, Your Majesty

2015 Corbyn turns down invitation to be made 
a member of the Privy Council in person. 

QUEEN IN 
CORBYN SNUB

No. 1403 
16 October – 
29 Oct 2015

£1.80

I don’t want  
to meet some old  

bloke with extreme 
views and funny  

clothes

Steady on,  
old girl

2015 Prince George shows he has mastered 
the royal skills needed before his 2nd birthday.

No. 1396
10 July – 
23 July 2015

£1.80

PRINCE GEORGE 
LEARNS FAST

And what 
do you do?

And what 
do you do?

2016 Theresa May becomes Prime Minister.

How low  
can you go?

I’ve appointed 
Boris as Foreign 

Secretary

2017 Theresa May’s offer of a state visit to 
President Trump is universally unpopular.

One has  
to draw the line 

somewhere...

2018 Philip Green revealed as bullying and 
sexually harassing his employees.

None of your 
business, you 
fat old Kraut

Top banter, 
Sir Phil!

And what  
do you do?
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…AND ONE LAST ONE

THE QUEEN AND THE EYE


